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Lot 164 : Francis Picabia, Route du Golfe Juan (c1938-40) sold for £30,000

Buyers were spoilt for choice at Chorley’s sale on Thursday 23rd June.  The depth of variety and quality was such that buyers of antiquarian books, militaria, paintings, clocks and silver filled the saleroom.  The good selection of books was led by Lot 13, Atkyn’s Gloucestershire.  This is always a popular volume owing to its local interest and this example was clean and in a good decorative binding which helped it reach £2,700*. 

The paintings section also produced some excellent results and it was the 20th Century works that stole the show.  Francis Picabia (1879-1953) is one of the best known names in 20th Century art and Chorley’s were delighted to offer Lot 164, an oil on board by the artist depicting Route du Golfe Juan in the south of France.  This work from the latter part of his career employed thickly applied paint and the overall effect is one of heat and light.  It certainly lit up the saleroom with the hammer falling for a top-estimate £30,000*.

Lot 126, a work depicting Stromness on Orkney by the teacher, artist and activist Ian MacInnes generated a huge amount of interest from north of the border.  The painting is vivid and filled with unusual details; behind the idyllic scenes of small town life appear spectres, visions and hidden secrets.  Fierce telephone bidding eventually saw the hammer fall at £2,800* believed to be an auction record for the artist.

Also generating Scottish interest was Lot 382, a pair of silver mounted bagpipes offered with various kilts, sporrans and highland dress.  One silver mount was engraved with a presentation inscription dated 1916 which might suggest a WWI connection.  Sadly there was no documented history to confirm this but it did not discourage buyers from pursuing the lot to a staggering £2,300*.  

Recent sales have seen some excellent results for clocks and June proved to be no exception.  A mid 17th Century clock by John Knibb (Lot 426) fitted in a later long-case was not only in nice untouched condition but had the all important Knibb family connection.  Joseph Knibb was one of the finest early English clock makers; his younger brother John was not in the same league but was certainly a good maker.  John remained in Oxford where he ran the family business while Joseph pursued his trade in London.  This family connection helped the lot to reach £8,000*.

* denotes hammer price

For further information please contact Thomas Jenner-Fust on 01452 344499 or tjf@simonchorley.com
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