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Francis Picabia, Route du Golfe Juan, signed, oil on board, 45.5 x 38 cm, estimate £20,000-30,000.   Provenance:  acquired from the Kaplan Gallery by the late Hugh Bryan Montgomery.  The work will be included in the forthcoming Picabia Catalogue Raisonné.
Chorley’s next sale on Thursday 23rd June 2011 has a good mix of objects and opens with a small collection of antiquarian books from a school library.  These date primarily from the 17th and 18th centuries and include a number of rarities.  Lot 1, Foxe’s Martyrs, is most famous for its gruesome woodcuts and descriptions of Christian martyrdoms, nonetheless it provides an interesting historical perspective in its affirmation of the Protestant reformation and in its attitude to the Roman Catholic church.  The influence of the book during the 17th century was such that, on the one hand, the bravery of the martyrs in the face of oppression became a part of English national identity.  This popular 8th Edition of the book (1641) in three folio volumes carries an estimate of £800-1200.

The sale includes an important oil painting (Lot 164) from the late 1930s depicting Route du Golfe Juan in the south of France.  This is a vivid work with the bold colours of the sea, a palm tree and the road applied in impasto by Francis Picabia (1879-1953).  Francis Picabia’s career spanned the early 20th century and his style moved from post-impressionism through Cubism, Dada, Surrealism and beyond.  He cannot be said to belong firmly to any movement and it is clear that he was as adept at imitating and adopting styles - as a young man he famously copied his father’s collection of Spanish paintings and sold the originals to fund his stamp collection – without his father’s knowledge.  The painting is estimated at £20,000-30,000.

Among the clocks is Lot 426, a 17th Century 30-hour clock movement with a later case.  This is an interesting clock in that it has an alarm dial, a half second bob pendulum and is in nice condition despite some slight alterations and is estimated to fetch between £2,000-3,000.  What will attract the clock buyers to this piece is the name, the clock dial is signed John Knibb.  John Knibb (1650-1722) was a clockmaker and brother of the famous Joseph Knibb, indeed when his brother became a member of the London Clockmakers' Company in 1670 John was likely to have been left in charge of the Oxford based business.  He prospered and was Mayor of Oxford on two occasions.

For further information please contact Catrin Hampton on 01452 344499 or ech@simonchorley.com  

For press information or jpeg images please contact Iona Sale, IONA PR, on 01451 832 268 or 07721 030 825.

VIEWING DAYS are Tuesday, 21st June, 9am-7pm, Wednesday, 22nd June, 9am-5pm and Thursday 23rd June, 8.30am-10.30am.















